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BACKGROUND INFO

The OAC has distributed the Climber Survey since 2012. This year we saw a record
number of responses, and we look forward to continue to represent the Ontario
climbing community.

SURVEY METHODS

Survey responses were crowdsourced via email, social media, and online posts from
June 23 to July 19, 2020. (Data of this nature may under- or over-represent some
groups, so these survey results may be not be generalizable to all climbers in
Ontario.) We received 418 responses, of which 368 were complete. Respondents
were entered into a draw for 1 of 4 prizes (two $50 MEC gift cards, two sets of
branded t-shirts). Unless stated otherwise, questions were multiple-choice.

OAC MISSION

The Ontario Alliance of Climbers is an independent, provincial, volunteer non-profit
organization that works diligently to keep climbing and bouldering areas open. The
OAC seeks to resolve access issues as they arise by proactively engaging with and
educating the climbing community.
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Climbing Background & Behaviours

1. How many years have you been climbing total (including gym
climbing)?

30%

<1 1-2 3-5 6-10 11-20 >20

Number of years

2. How often did you climb in 20197

0
7%
2% 9%

6%

<1x/month 1-3x/month 1x/week 2x/week  3x/week or
more
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3. In your 2019 climbing season (the time of year when you
climbed outside the most), how often did you climb outdoors?

17%

<i1x/month 1-3x/month  1x/week 2x/week  3x/week or
more

4a. In 2019, which Ontario crag did you climb at most often?
4b. In 2020, which Ontario crag do you aspire to climb at the most?

B Where | climbed in 2019 W Where | aspire to climb in 2020

Any of them!
Bon Echo
Buffalo Crag
Calabogie
Devil's Glen
Eagles Nest
Halfway Log
Lion's Head
Metcalfe
Mount Nemo
Niagara Glen
Old Baldy
Rattlesnake
The Swamp
White Bluff
Other
Outside
None / Not
Prefer not to

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Note: Responses were free-entry, not multiple choice. OAC 2019 Survey | 05



5. How many climbing trips outside Ontario did you make in 20197

10%

None 1-4 5-9 10+

6a. Which gym did you climb at most often in 20197
6b. Which climbing gym(s) did you have memberships atin 20197

B Climbed at most often [ Held memberships for

Basecamp

Boulderz (any
location)

Climbers' Rock

Grand River
Rocks
Gravity (any
location)

Joe Rockheads
Junction

Rock Oasis

The Hub (any
location)

True North

0% 3% 5% 8% 10%

Note: Only the top 10 gyms are displayed. Climbers listed 30 different gyms in
Ontario, and held 454 memberships between 343 people (M = 1.16, max.: 5). Of
those that answered the question, 47 climbers said that they didn’t have a
membership at any gym. This question was open-answer, not multiple choice.
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7. Which of the following best describes where you first learned to
climb?

Outside, at the
crag

Mostly outside

Even between
inside and outside

Mostly inside

Inside, at an
indoor wall

8. How important was mentorship from one or more mentors when
you were learning to climb?

B Very Important W Somewhat important M Not important

58% 33% 9%

9. What other education or mentorship sources helped you learn to
climb?

Free/mostly free
groups or clubs

University/college
classes or clinics

Educational clinics

Professional
guides
Internet or
YouTube

Books

Friend, partner, or
family

Other

Note: Respondents were asked to indicate “Yes” or “No” for each resource, except for

6

“Internet or YouTube”, “Books”, and “Friend, partner, or family,” which were counted

from answers specified under “Other”.
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10. How frequently do you engage in the following types of
climbing?

B Often M Occassionally W Never

Sport 70% 22% 8%
Bouldering 44% 46%  10%

Top rope 40% 47% 13%

Trad 14% 30% 56%

lce AL 18% 75%

Mixed/dry tool 7% 90%
Mountaineering 23% 76%
Bigwall 12% 88%

11. How important are the following motivations in your decision to
climb?
B Notatal [l Slightty [l Moderately [ Quite [l Extremely

Spending time with friends
or family who climb

Health and fithess

Engaging with the risks
inherent in climbing

12. When you climbed outside in 2019, how many other people did
you typically go with?

L 1%

None
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13.In 2019, in which Ontario regions did you climb outside?

Milton

Niagara

Beaver Valley
Bruce Peninsula
Muskoka/Algonquin
Capital Region
Eastern Ontario

Northern Ontario

14. In 2019, where else did you climb outside (outside Ontario)?

Quebec

Eastern Canada
Western Canada
Northern Canada
Eastern US
Western US
Europe

Asia

Africa

Australia

New Zealand

Antarctica

15. How important is access to climbing in your decision to live in
Ontario?

B Notatal [l Somewhat [l Moderately Very much [l Extremely
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COVID-19 Impact

On March 17, 2020, the Ontario government issued lockdown measures to
prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus, COVID-19. The responses below reflect
the state of climbing during the survey response period (June 23 - July 19, 2020).

16. What impact has the COVID-19 pandemic had on the
following activities:

B Majorimpact [ Moderate impact [l Minor impact No impact [l Too soon to tell

13%

Climbing

10%

Climbing training 23%

17. How many hours per week did you climb indoors and
outdoors?

B ohous [ 1-4hours [ 5-9 hours 10-14 hours [ 15+ hours
Pre-pandemic

During the lockdown 76% 14% 5%

After recreation sites
began to re-open
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18. To approximately what extent (percentage increase or
decrease) have you changed your participation in climbing since
the start of COVID-19 restrictions in Ontario (March 17, 2020)7?

2%

BN
100% decrease = 50% decrease No change 50% increase 100%+ increase

19. Have you climbed outside since restrictions were imposed on
March 17, 20207

Yes

No

Note: Survey responses were collected from June 23rd to July 19th, 2020.
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20. How many people do you personally know who went climbing
outdoors during the lockdown?

0 1-4 5-9 10+

Number of people

21. How important are these factors when making decisions about
climbing activities?

B Notatall W Slightly B Moderately W Quite M Extremely

Climbing behaviours of my

friends/family 28% 26%

Recommendations from the World

Health Organization 32% 32%

Recommendations from land
management agencies regarding
COVID-19 and climbing

57%

Recommendations from the OAC

regarding COVID-19 and climbing [SECCEENNCE

55%

Recommendations from other
access organizations regarding
COVID-19 and climbing

34% 35%

Need/desire to exercise 30% 26%

Need/desire to engage in "safe"

. 0,
activities during COVID-19 30% 35%
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22. If outdoor recreation areas continue to remain closed due to
COVID-19 restrictions, how likely are you to access those areas
even if they are officially closed to the public?

Definitely will
not
Extremely
unlikely

Unlikely

Neutral

Likely
Extremely likely

Definitely will

23. Which of the following best describes the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on your economic situation?

Extremely
negative

Slightly
negative

Not at all

Slightly
positive

Extremely
positive
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Membership, Events, Communications

25. Are you a member of the following organizations?

B Member [ Non-member

OAC (Ontario ACC (Alpine Club BTC (Bruce Traill
Alliance of of Canada) Conservancy)
Climbers)

26. Which OAC events did you attend in 20197

AGM Spring Fling
Film screening 22
Access meeting

Beaver Valley Climbing |
Earth Day event

Garlic Pull

Niagara Glen clean-up
Grand River Rocks Q&A

None |

Other
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27. What would you like to see the OAC do more of in the coming
year?

In response to this open-ended question, we received a broad array of
answers. Overall, responses were positive, encouraging, and appreciative.
The vast majority of responses fell into the following categories:

e Community engagement (especially in terms of events and
education)
Mentorship and outreach to new climbers

e Access (to new and closed crags, and improving relations with land
managers)

e Environmental initiatives (crag clean-ups and sustainable crag
development)

e Diversity and inclusion (especially for BIPOC and women)

Additionally, one person suggested selling merchandise as a way to
spread the word and generate more funds for initiatives. There were also a
few comments pertaining to improving OAC leadership and executive
functions (including taking a firm stance on controversial issues, and
demonstrating transparency in decision-making, respectively).

28. How would you like the OAC to keep you in the loop regarding
local climbing access issues? (Ranked in order of preference.)

B First B Second B Third B Fourth Fifth W Sixth

1% |
o I

OAC website

OAC mailing list 24% 16% 19%
OAC Facebook
OAC Instagram

Other social 15% 33%

7% 6% | 1%

Climbing forums
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29. How did you encounter the link to this survey?

Facebook

Instagram

OAC Survey
link

Other

30. Did you receive the OAC newsletter?

Yes

No

OAC 2019 Survey | 16



Attitudes, Beliefs, Concerns

31. To what extent do you trust the OAC to pursue your interests
as a climber?

B Notatall W Slightty B Moderately ™ Quite B Extremely

32. Indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree that local
climbing organizations (such as the OAC) should carry out the
following activities:

B Strongly disagree W Disagree M Neither agree nor disagree [ Agree [ Strongly agree

Replacing aging fixed hardware, such

as lead and anchor bolts e 46%

Climbing management planning with 72%

land managers ° i

Educating climbers (e.g., regarcyng % 59%

crag ethics) :

Stewardship projects (e.g., Rattlesnake 10% e 48%
Earth Day event) . e .

Installing |nfrastruct_ure (e.g., _Iatrmes 5% 21% 45% 7%

and responsible-use signage) o

Organizing community gatherings (e.g., ) 00 R
BVCF) 22% 42% 32%

Creating more climbing opportunities 2 27% 31%

by developing new routes
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33. How likely are you to donate money to the following climbing
stewardship and access initiatives?

B Not at all

Fixed hardware replacement
(rebolting)

Professional bolters to replace
aging hardware

Policy advocacy with
provincial government

Professional trail crews to
improve climbing access trails

Responsible-use signage at
Ontario climbing areas

Directional trail signage at
Ontario climbing areas

WAG bag (human waste
disposal) kiosk

Latrine installation and
servicing

Educating climbers (e.g.,
regarding crag ethics)

Community gatherings, such
as films and slideshows

B Slightly B Moderately
5% 9% 20%
6% 11%
6% 11%
15% 19%
12% 16%
19%
17%
12% 20%
8% 15%
21%

21%

22%

22%

22%

19%

20%

B Quite M Extremely

24%
26% |
23%
26%

30%

26%

31%

25%

32%

17%

24%

17%

17%

17%

31%

14%
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34. How concerned are you about the impact of the following
factors on your future climbing experiences and climbing access in

Ontario?

B Not at all

Aging fixed hardware (e.g.,
bolts)

Provincial government
politics/policies

Federal government
politics/policies

Private property and property
development

The impact of more climbers
on natural areas

Climbers uneducated in local
traditions and ethics

More climbers climbing
outside

Air quality at climbing areas
(e.g., smog, agricultural)

Parking availability at
climbing areas

Restroom availability at
climbing areas

Camping availability at
climbing areas

Other peoples' dogs at
climbing areas

Not being able to take (your)
dogs to climbing areas

8%

7%

8%

4%

5%

4%

4%

6%

10%

B Slightly B Moderately M Quite M Extremely

20%

16%

Y

14%

12%

11%

2

23%

VAYS

19%

8%

23%

30%

21%

30%

23%

16%

VAYS

28%

35%

18%

72%

31%

18%

42%

30%

47%

54%

58%

40%

26% 11% A

11%

7%

27% 5%

17%

9% 9% ¥4 6%
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35. In your opinion, how acceptable are the following behaviours at
climbing areas?

B Notatall W Slightly WM Moderately Quite W Extremely

Tick marks left on routes
and/or boulder problems

Off-leash dogs

Bush-whacking to

s T 14%
access climbing areas

Playing music that

15%
others can hear

Climbing a route that is

0, 0, 0,
closed for raptor nesting 75% 7% 4%

36. How do you dispose of human waste at Southern Ontario
climbing areas?

Hold it until reaching a toilet

Dig a cathole and bury it

Use a wag bag (e.g., Restop
1) or other carry-out method

Leave it out in the open

37. How do you dispose of toilet paper?

Pack out TP
Burn TP

Bury TP
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38. What is your opinion about rehabilitation efforts at Latvian
Ledge (Lion's Head)?

Support removal of routes
5.10 and below

Support removal of all routes

Support re-establishment of all
previously-existing routes

39a. What is your number one access concern?

Poor behaviour

Lack of education

COVID-19

Elitism

Environmental

Losing access

Lack of easy/moderate routes
Land managers
Overcrowding

Safety

Waste
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39b. What is your number one access concern?

We received 256 responses to this open-answer question. Responses
were grouped by content and theme.

Responses to this question varied. Not surprisingly, many were concerned
with access: losing access, maintaining access, and increasing access. As seen on
the previous page, respondents were largely concerned about losing access due
to the number of climbers demonstrating poor behaviour regarding outdoor
etiquette and climbing practices (n = 96).

It was assumed by most respondents that this ‘poor behaviour’ is being
exhibited by new, uneducated climbers (n = 53). Although, one respondent
expressed frustration that older, more experienced climbers can also engage in
risky behaviours like “drinking, no helmets, and sketchy trad” (Respondent 160).

It was also evident that respondents were concerned that access is being
jeopardized by the growing number of climbers accessing outdoor areas, which
is leading to overcrowding (n = 50), environmental degradation (n = 35), and
increased litter and human waste (n = 13).

There was some consensus that this overcrowding was related to a lack of
crags with moderate routes, and also to a lack of infrastructure at the existing
ones (e.g., access to safe parking and camping).

We also received opposing responses to this question. Some respondents
felt that as moderate climbers, the OAC didn’t represent their interests, and there
were some participants who expressed this sentiment by indicating that they
would like access to more easy-to-moderate climbs (n = 13). In contrast, 10
people indicated that losing access to Lion’s Head (an advanced crag) was their
biggest concern. Thus, member interests are diverse and varied.

Elitism was also identified as an emergent concern (n = 15). Respondents
lamented the ingroup fighting, the contempt for new climbers, and the removal of
moderate routes at Lion’s Head. In contrast, 52 respondents expressed discontent
with “uneducated” climbers, however, many of these climbers also indicated
support toward addressing the mentorship gap and offering friendly advice to
new climbers.

Only 6 comments indicated concerns about COVID-19, and 24 indicated
concerns about safety, but mostly in reference to being worried about the unsafe
practices of others jeopardizing access for everyone.
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39b. Access concerns (cont.)

“(There are] large groups of peoplev - -

unfamlllar with LNT and other low impactigs

T OO, e T v TR

behawours that jeopardize our relatlonshlps

F e - ST T TSN WSO L o LT e i
<

: ?;;z with land owners. We as a communlty need S

T T TR T SSOODG. T™WIN

odoa betterJob of educating those comlng

SN TS T S T s ST T

. out of the gym, for whatfls Ilkely their ﬁrs
B experience in more ‘wild’ spaces N

b (Respondent 91)

Photo: Brooke Anderson (Unsplash)

OAC 2019 Survey | 23



Demographics

40. How would you describe your current gender identity (open
response)?

He/him

She/her

Fluid or non-
binary

Prefer not to
say

41. What is your sexual orientation (open response)?

Straight/hetero

Gay/lesbian 2%

Queer/bi/pan/ace ¥4

Prefer not to say [6%
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42. What is your age?

16-25 26-35 36-45 46-55 56-65

43. What is the highest level of education you have completed?

Some high school
High school diploma
Some post-secondary
College diploma
Bachelor's degree

Master's degree

Advanced graduate
degree or PhD
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44. \What is your ethnicity (multiple choice with room to specify
under “other”)?

White 273
South Asian 3
Southeast Asian 10
West Asian
Chinese L
Korean 3

Japanese 4

Black 2
Filipino
Latin American 8
Arab 5
Mixed 6

European 2
Israeli Jewish

Metis 1

Note on Aboriginal status

When asking about ethnicity, we used the Statistics
Canada gquestion without also asking about Aboriginal
status (as these are separate questions on the Canadian
census). We deeply regret omitting Aboriginal status from
our survey and will do better next year. This act has
unwittingly contributed to the ongoing erasure of
Indigenous peoples and we sincerely apologize.
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45. What is your total yearly household income?

20%

46. What is your occupation?

Management

Business, finance, and
administration

Natural and applied
sciences, and related

Health
Education, law and social,

community and
government services

Art, culture, recreation,
and sport

Sales and service
Trades, transport, and
equipment operators, and
related

Manufacturing and utilities
Computer/IT/software

Student

Unemployed

8%

9%

11%

12%

8%

4%

7%

3%

8%

4%

13%

14%
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47. \Where are you located?

Barrie

Brampton
Brantford

Centre Wellington
Guelph

Halton Hills
Hamilton

Kingston
Kitchener/Waterloo
London

Markham

Milton

Mississauga
Oakville
Ottawa/Gatineau
Pembroke
Niagara/St.Catharines
Toronto

Other

Ontario
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\
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Thank you to the 368 climbers who took
the time to complete this year’s survey.

Questions? Concerns? Feedback? Just want to say hello?

Drop us a line any time at info@ontarioallianceofclimbers.ca.
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